Final Approved Minutes

Lake Bunggee Tax District Flood & Erosion Control Board

Minutes from Monthly Meeting of the Board of Directors

January 5, 2009

Attending: Jacque Dunaway, Debbie Favreau, Greg Favreau, Tom Goodkind, Patrick Murphy, Theresa Murphy, Carol Ryniewicz, Dwight Ryniewicz

Absent: Rich Dempsey, Diann Gilbert, Noreen Wallace
Call to Order: President Theresa Murphy called the meeting to order at the Lake Bungay Fire Brigade at 7:10 p.m.  The location was Lake Bungay Fire Brigade.
Minutes:  There was a lengthy discussion of the minutes.  The major issue centered around the wording concerning taxes and delinquent tax payers.  Theresa moved accept the minutes.  Greg seconded the motion.  Discussion:  The Board had voted in November 2008 to hold off on publishing delinquents until we were confident that our information was accurate.  Patrick challenged this decision at the December meeting.  Jacque questioned the wording in the minutes.  
Theresa proposed that we ask the lawyer if we can overturn an action voted in by the membership.  Jacque noted that the delinquency issue does not fall into that category as the membership vote gave the Board discretion pending legal advice.  
After continued discussion, Greg withdrew his second to accept the minutes.  Tom moved to drop this discussion until our April, 2009 meeting.  Discussion:  in April, we will have the January tax receipts and more accurate information on delinquents.  In April, Carol will be able to provide us with information on the delinquents so that we can start to develop criteria for publishing names (e.g., amount owed, age or disability).  We also have not gotten legal advice as directed by the assembly.  We need to know existing laws and guidelines.  Jacque asked that we get the information from the lawyer in writing.  Tom’s motion was seconded and passed with 4 in favor, 1 opposed and 1 abstained.
Theresa moved to table the December minutes.  There were no objections.  .  

Guest Concerns:  No guests were present.

Officer Reports:

President.  Theresa provided an oral report.  Theresa gave a recap of the appeal before the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The issue appears to be turning on the legal definitions of “customarily” and “incidental.”  Our attorney Doug Stearns presented a Connecticut Supreme Court precedent from a similar case in the town of North Branford.  The town is consulting their attorney and the hearing is continued until January 27, 2009.  There was lengthy discussion of what we would do as the next step pending the possible outcomes.  
In preparation for the May membership meeting, Theresa asked that each Board member bring their draft budgets to the February meeting.  Debbie will send us this year’s budget to use as a starting point.  

The report was approved by unanimous consent.

Vice President.  Diann was absent.  No report.

Tax Collector.  Carol provided both a written and oral report.  The written report was accepted into the record.  She commented that we are bringing in more taxes daily.
Treasurer.  Debbie provided both a written and oral report.  The written report was accepted into the record.  During discussion, 
Correction:
The negative balance for the Building Deposit Account is attributed to the fact that in 2003 when the Quickbook system was set up, the balance in the Building Deposit Account was not properly recorded.  Now that all building deposits have been returned, the error has shown up.  This makes it look like we gave back more money than we took in for Driveway Bonds.  The account does balance.  The spread sheet does accurately reflect what is going on in regard to spending vs budgeted amounts.  Debbie is going to work on correcting the problem.
Debbie read the bills.  There were costs from Monahan for repairs after the 12/11 flooding.  The repairs to the road at 21 Valley View were taken from their bond.  Theresa moved to pay bills.  Jacque seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Building.  Patrick provided an oral report.  He has returned one driveway bond.  The report was accepted by unanimous consent.
Hospitality.  Noreen was absent.  No report.

Lakes & Beaches:  Dwight gave an oral report.  He has received calls on the lake level.  Rains have been an issue.  Dwight stated the spillway repair is delayed.  We were planning on December 15, but those plans were disrupted 7 inches rain.  Members noted floating rafts and docks in the lake.  We will attempt to complete repairs this winter.  The apron needs to be mostly dry to use the fill.  The sand bags are actually a hindrance impeding the water flow.  When the water is low enough, the contractors will use tarps and heaters and apply the fill.  We are waiting on final design plans.
Aquatic control sent us an offer that if we sign up now, we can get a discount on the Lake treatments.  Dwight plans to do this.
The report was accepted by unanimous consent

Planning:  Tom gave an oral report.  He noted the need to notify our taxpayers on septic and garbage costs.  Companies are charging administrative fees and fuel fees.  We now have 4 garbage companies in our community.  We also discussed costs of cable vs. dishes.  The most prevalent Cable company is Charter.  It would be useful to inform our residents about options, especially new residents.
The report was accepted by unanimous consent

Roads Greg provided an oral report.  The rain mid-December produced much damage. We cleaned out culverts and catch basins , several were plugged solid.  Oak Drive was a disaster.  Beaver Dam was washing badly.  Playground stood up so drainage is working.  
We discussed parked cars in the road.   Discussion:  Do we have the right to tow?  Consensus:  We should give a friendly reminder first.  Our rule is that no car can be parked on traveled portions of road.

Greg met with First Selectman on sand and salt and provided him with minutes from Woodstock’s discussions about Loyola Road.  The First Selectman stated he would not support our request nor would he discontinue plowing Loyola nor allow us to store/use sand and salt from their facility.  There is another meeting January 15, 2009.  Do we want to go to newspapers on this?
Dwight:  Loyola is only .3 miles long.  It is also a horseshoe road and they already clear East Quasset.  Dwight suggested we wait until they have their new facility for storage and then approach them about purchasing at state prices.  
Greg reported that the town is because 50 private districts in Woodstock might be asking for help if they granted us assistance.
Discussion:  What will it save us to purchase at state price?  Greg and Dwight: not that big a savings most is labor.  Probably would only save a $1000.  Our main problem is that we cannot get competitive bids.  We agreed to delay action for now.  We need more people from lake to go to a meeting.  Given the current storm track, we will probably have many residents interested in sand and salt.

The report was accepted by unanimous consent

Safety.  Rich was absent.  There was no report.  
Unfinished Business

Berry property – small Beaver Dam beach.  Theresa reported that she consulted Attorney Stearns about adverse possession.  He estimated it would cost $7000 or less barring a lengthy court battle.  Reportedly, he feels we have a good case.  Discussion:  we have liability on that beach even if we do not own it.  Beach frontage is advantageous for our ecology, property values, and applications for DEP assistance.  Theresa suggested we put up buoys on the beach.  She will get more information and we will discuss this in February.  Discussion:  we need to bring this to the May membership meeting.  We should have a handout specifying the facts, our liability, and our legal options.  We should think about whether it is worth it

Dog park.  Greg is working on fencing estimates.  We should be ready to put this on the May agenda.  
Adjournment
Theresa adjourned the meeting at 9pm.
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