Official Approved Minutes

Lake Bunggee Flood & Erosion Control Board 

Monthly Meeting of the Board of Directors

November 3, 2008 Meeting Minutes

Attending:  Rich Dempsey,  Jacque Dunaway, Debbie Favreau, Greg Favreau, Diann Gilbert, Tom Goodkind, Carol Ryniewicz, Dwight Ryniewicz

Absent:  Patrick Murphy, Theresa Murphy           Guests:  Paul Petsching, John Lasher

Call to Order:  Diann called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  

Minutes:  The Board approved the October minutes with one spelling correction.

Guest Concerns:  Mr.  Petsching asked to clarify his involvement in lake activities.  He stated that although he is an engineer, his role in lake activities has been as a volunteer.  The Board acknowledged and thanked him for his past assistance in road surveys and other activities.  Mr. Lasher expressed his concerns to Dwight about water levels of the Lake.  Dwight closed the gate to accommodate continued study of the spillway problems.

Clerk:  Jacque reported for Theresa on the Loomis (Big Horn) Zoning issue.  Our attorney advised us to have neighbors file an application to the Zoning Board of appeals.  This was done.  Estimated legal costs are $1500.  Points made during lengthy discussion: 

· According to Tina LaJoie, Woodstock Planning & Zoning Clerk, any party can file an appeal – the Board could have filed the appeal themselves.  Owners within 300 feet are an affected party.  Both Lake and Big Horn Water Association are within 100 feet

· This is the first time in collective memory the Board has taken a stand.  In similar issues owners wanted to place camper on lot but demurred.  Precedents for sheds are those for collective use (e.g., bus shelter).

· Board discussed enforcement as tax district/municipal entity.  We can go to court to enforce deeds and covenants.  Members asked for specifics from our attorney.

Debbie made a motion to move forward, Rich seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

President:  No report

Building:  No report

Vice President:  Diann reported that the Connecticut State Police have stepped up their patrol of our lake neighborhood.  Her report was accepted by unanimous consent.

Treasurer:  Debbie provided a written report; accepted into the record.  Debbie read the bills.  Rich moved to pay bills, Diann seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Tax Collector: Carol provided a written report that was accepted into the record.  Carol moved to delay publishing tax delinquencies until May.  Noreen seconded.  Some people are still responding to letters she sent.  Carol wants to be sure there are no errors in record of back taxes.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Board suggested newsletters include a reminder about publication of delinquency.  Diann asked Carol to bring a record of tax status to meetings.  Diann asked for current list of addresses.  Discussion:  Our mailing labels do include duplication, as some owners own multiple properties.  

Hospitality:  Noreen reported the October Bash was successful and discussed ideas for May:  door prizes, swap meet, kids events, dog show.  Debbie moved to accept the report, Rich seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Lakes & Beaches:
Carl checked spillway.  Diver examined walls & earthen part of the dam (10/28).  Dwight has a 1-page report.  No additional specific problems noted.  Plan is to complete temporary repairs:  clean out debris, fill with stone, follow with epoxy cement product and aggregate.  Dwight is concerned that we don’t know the magnitude of material missing in the aprons, the actual cost, and who will complete each step.  DEP cannot find the records on our dam.  Dwight will work with Carl to finalize plans. 

Paul Berry is clearly owner of small Beaver Dam beach.  The Association quitclaimed the Beach to the Currier for $1.00.  Dwight offered Berry $1 plus restitution for past taxes.  Berry wants to drop issue for now.  We would need to litigate to pursue this.  We may have permanent easement and case for adverse possession as we maintained and insured the beach.  The Board suggested we ask the attorney to outline steps and costs of litigation.  We should send a letter to Barry indicating we are not dropping this and outlining our position and concerns.  We can present the issue to members in May.  Debbie moved to accept the report, Rich seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Planning:  Tom shared a letter to septic companies asking for prices and discounts.  Discussion:  ask if companies send, or would send, reminders to owners and if they would notify us as well, perhaps via email.  Tom’s research will be ready for the Spring newsletter.  Diann will put a reminder in this newsletter suggesting people ask about discounts.  Rich moved to accept the report; Debbie seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Diann asked members to submit ASAP anything for the newsletter including advertisements, reminders.  

Roads:  Greg reported stop signs and street signs on Beaver Dam & Walnut are replaced.  We received one bid for snow removal from Perry.  Diann opened & Debbie read the bid.  Discussion:  bid includes plowing, sanding and snow removal with prices per snowfall depth.  Proof of insurance is required.  We are required to share accepted bid if asked.  Board asked for comparison with last year – Greg will look this up.  Greg moved to accept Bob Perry’s bid, Rich seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Safety:  Rich spoke with DEP to plan for next summer.  They did not patrol this past summer.  Rich is working with Troop D to step up patrols.  Rich asked that people work through him – providing him with license plate numbers or other information.  This is in part to protect people from harassment – a vehicle was vandalized after the owner reported problems to the police.  Police will contact the offender who could be arrested for trespassing if they have no reason to be on lake property.  We had incidents of egging & candy theft on Halloween.  A green Toyota was noticed.  Dwight moved to accept the Safety report, Greg seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm
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