

Lake Bunggee Flood & Erosion Control Board Tax District

Monthly Meeting of the Board of Directors--Minutes

Date: January 9, 2012
Attending:  Craig Dionne, President; Debbie Favreau, Treasurer; Greg Favreau, Roads; Tom  Goodkind, Planning; Mark Francis, Lakes and Beaches; Anna Dionne, Tax Collector; Kathleen Barach, Clerk. 

Absent:  Kathy Brainerd, Hospitality; Dick DiCapua, Safety; Jacque Dunaway, Vice President; Ed D'Orazio, Buildings


Guests:   Norm Benton

Call to Order:  Craig called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. at 21 Old Sawmill Road. 

Minutes:  Minutes from the December meeting were unanimously accepted and approved, as posted on the website, motion by Tom, second by Craig. 

Guest Concern:  Norm was invited by Tom, to discuss previous investigation into joining Connecticut Federation of Lakes, primarily to find out if they are having the same issue we are with the Bryozoan growth. Coincidentally, Craig received an e-mail from the company that does our weed treatment, suggesting we enroll in this group.  Norm reported, however, that CFL represents only public lakes, that we would most likely be the only private lake, and our concerns are different.  They are primarily concerned with public safety on their beaches.  Since their dues is $150 a year, the Board decided that Mark will call them, ask if he can attend one meeting, ask about the Bryozoan; if they are discussing/concerned/aware of it, we will consider joining.  (See Unfinished Business.)
President:  Craig reported—
--Phone tree skeleton is up, needs additional work.  Tax collector branch is working.  Discussion of the value of having branches for other Board member, since calls come in very rarely.  Craig will work on the phone tree.

--He received a letter from CME relative to changes in the flood plain maps; unclear if this is official news or CME looking to drum up business.  Craig will look into this; if it is legitimate, we will get the information to the residents.
--There may be a rebate from CL&P or the State for the clearing of trees after the two autumn storms.  Craig will look into this.
Vice President:  Absent, no report—

--Rules and Regs revisions not available.
Tax Collector:  Anna reported—

--There are thirty people owing more than $500 in delinquent taxes; she and Debbie will begin calls to them this week.  Then letters will go out, and liens placed as indicated.
--The audit of the tax books and financial records has been completed.  Auditors reported one variance, which seems to be between June and July, with one check recorded in June, not deposited until July, so the year is off by that much.  The auditors sent only one letter about the audit; there needs to be two letters, one for taxes and one for finances, they should specify the variance.
--Tax collection report given, and attached to hard copy.  60% of taxes collected for the year.

Treasurer:  Debbie reported—

--She will readjust money to the loan, now that the spillway project is complete.
--Bills to pay presented: approved to pay unanimously, motion from Greg, second by Mark.

--Finances presented, attached to hard copy.

Lakes and Beaches:  Mark reported—

--Lake access control is in the works, may not be possible with the cold weather, may need to wait for early spring.
--Lake signage is in the works.

--Lake level is being monitored, should be level with the spillway pad to be correct.

Safety:  Absent, no report—
Hospitality:  Absent, no report—
Roads:  Greg reported—

--The resident with the drainage pipe draining into the road says the pipe is not hers, she will not allow access to check. Greg is pursuing this, may remove the pipe to see where the drainage comes from/goes.  He is working on this.
--One resident wants the District to pay for a tree that fell in the center of her yard, during the last storm; she feels this is the District’s tree.  Greg is dealing with explaining why there will be no payment.

Building:  Absent, no report—
--He did pass along the information, through Kathleen, that he is still working on the wording for tree cutting regulations.
Planning: Tom reported—

--Bryozoan may be of interest to the people responsible for the Willimantic watershed management; he will contact them for their response.  (See Unfinished Business.)
Clerk: Kathleen reported—
--A year round renter reported they he has tried to get a boat sticker, submitted paperwork, and has not gotten a response.  Neither Craig nor Mark has this paperwork.  Kathleen will contact the resident to send in another copy. (See New Business.)
--She has removed all tax District documents and other material from the shed; about 80% have been organized and moved into the climate controlled storage unit.  Expects to be finished by next month.
All of the Board member reports were unanimously accepted as given, on a motion by Craig, seconded by Greg. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Issue 1:  Bryozoan growth in the lake.

Discussion:  Rick Wilde, a resident on the lake has been doing research into this problem; we have other resources in residents.  One resident works for the DEEP, although in a different capacity than would know about bryozoans, another is manager of a town water treatment system; he suggested finding a limnologist, a person who specializes in these things.  Since we are part of the Willimantic watershed, they may be interested in the issue.
Motion/Action: Before we spend any money, we will investigate options and gather more information.  Tom will call Willimantic water people and see how they respond. At next meeting, information will be reviewed, and future action decided on.
NEW BUSINESS: 
Issue 1: Boat stickers for year round renters.

Discussion:  Are landlords responsible for renters?  Can renters apply for boat stickers on their own? We should include this issue when lake access is discussed.
Motion/Action:  Kathleen will give the residents another form to complete.  Renters will be considered in lake access.
At 9:15 pm, the Board went into executive session.

Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:29 pm.

Agenda For Next Meeting:
--Board Member Reports.

--Review information about possible rebate from CL&P or the State for tree clearing after the autumn storms. (Craig)

--Review validity of the letter from CME about changes in the flood plain maps. Do we need to tell the residents?  (Craig)

--Review updated/reviewed Rules and Regs.  (Jacque)
--Review wording for tree cutting regulation.  (Ed)
--Response to canvas carports removal letter.  (Ed)
--Review and file updated reports from the auditors, separate copies of each for the records. (Anna)
--Review actions for collection of delinquent taxes.  (Anna)

--Review of information from the Willimantic water people about the bryozoan.  (Tom)
--Review prices/quotes for gates (poles with chains, hardened lock, etc.) for controlling access to the lake at the two frying pan boat launches. (Mark)
--What signs will be placed around the lake, where, cost, and time frame. (Mark)
--Information to be placed in the Winter Newsletter.  (Kathleen)
--Progress on getting the key for the Hiawatha Heights gate padlock.  (Greg)

--Other Old/Unfinished Business, as needed.

--New Business as indicated.
--Begin planning for next year’s budget, to be started at March meeting, two months before May Bi-Annual Meeting
Next Meeting: Monday, February 6, 2012 at the Bungay Fire House.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Kathleen Barach, Clerk
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